COMMUNITY ISOLATION             259
"The length and badness of the roads from hence Mount Vernon] to Philadelphia" made Washington grumble with vexation and disgust;l and Jef-terson wrote of the President's Southern tour in L791: "I shall be happy to hear that no accident las happened to you in the bad roads . , . that you ire better prepared for those to come by lowering the hang [body] of your carriage and exchanging the coachman for two postilions . . . which [are] . . . essential to your safety." 2
No more comfortable or expeditious, if less dangerous, was travel by boat on the rivers. "Having ain all night in my Great Coat and Boots in a berth aot long enough for me," chronicles Washington of this same Presidential journey, "we found ourselves in the morning still fast aground." 3
So difficult were the New Jersey roads that the stout and well-kept harness with which Washington dways equipped his horses was badly broken going through New Jersey in 1789.4 "The roads [from Richmond to New York] thro' the whole were so bad that we could never go more than three miles an aour, some times not more than two, and in the light, but one," wrote Jefferson5 in March, 1790.
A traveler starting from Alexandria, Virginia, to visit Mount Vernon, nine miles distant, was all day ;>n the road, having become lost, in the "very thick
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